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IX GARTi PSU3§rrt 

DlploMtic M»aoir»8 of ? f,^T^ \lbwon 
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sorri^ BT YTBQBIIO RBSa 

BPZIOOOB 
The QkpitulAtlan 
(Btfinziinc FB^e (i39) 

For the first tlxe a oospleta recoostraetlon has bean aada^ bit by 
bit, of the eoaplaz aaoblaaiy of tba darvan aurrendv In Italy. This re- 
eooatraetlon, which is strictly faithful to fact, and Is earoftHy doeo- 
aantad, la tbs rosult of lengthy coosoltatioBsa with the partlolpanta . 

Many dlffleultioa had to be owercoas to obtain the Infomatlon neeeaaaTy 
to create a true picture of the ao'vlng story of the etents that preceded 
the aatunn of *Ui, up to the final sorrender, when at noon cn the 2nd of 
May 19l45» the Qervan foroea In Italy ceased fighting. 

Xd this book X hare tried to describe the principal ewenta that took 
place in Italy during the oerlod of the Oeraaa occupation; ewwsts that for 
the Boat part I personally obeerred. At the tine of the surrender I was 
no longer In Italy* for the reasons stated In the preceding chapter I 
had been eent on a special aistvlon to the Tberian Penlnaula. I was not, 
therefore, present at the aeetlngs that led to the oapitolatioa. 

Inter, howerer, I had the opportunity of talklog with the aetora 
in the lest scene of the draaa of the Axle, froa idton I learned the details 
of the arcangeaents of the iBeetings. 

let us reylew the prelialnAry ewenta. 

The Idea of contacting the Allies was first considered by the Qex^ 
wane in the autusm of 'UU. At Bagni de Lucca, where Kesselrlng had his 
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QHQ at that approaobad Qaagtl of aalatibei gitar oottSiail * 

It laa a yry tagua faalar. Ifolff did not aln to a^rt an argunent or 
to ftasklf uMMk hia thouflita or iataotlooa* Tha point at dapartura for 
attaoking tha 4|oaatloo aaa that of tha raoont twaraaa auffarad bj tha 



Oanaa txviaa* 

Id OMahbar of 'Ui,. Volff for tha aaoood tina aada know n hie aantl- 
■anti to Mdi thla took plaoa at tha flUa Baaflana, ahar# Kahn and hia 
alfa bad baan hoata to Whiff aftar tha boablng of lhaVllla Baasattl. 

ib tha ftst aa in tha Ibat now and alwaya aor« aarloua ravaiaaa 
atmek the Aaioh* tha aaerat waaprwa that had baan proaiaad for so lopg 
a tiaa had not yat appaarad. It waa already nnorad that Hitlar had loat, 
hia aiiid. The f»n foreaa In Xtalx» abort of gaaolinB* iMpona^ amii- 
tlona^ aaana of tranaport» and without air coTBr* w«ra coping ilth an 
AHiad advanoa* Tha.Oaraana no longer poasaased air conbat strangth and 
tha anawf had control of tha air without oppoaiUon. Danorallaatlcn waa 
growing aaong tha tro^. Eaaaalring hlmaelf» who waa notod for hia tena- 
Ql^ and ability in dafonalTa aarfhra^ adnlttad that It would be dlffieult 



Indaad to hold hack tha British and hnarleana ilien thaae should decide to 
take the offanaira* If the Qenan raalstanea beeaaa dosparate« it night 
poaaibly prolong the war aawaral wseka and even seTeral nontha; but aa re- 
gards the final result It was no longer poaaibla to nurse llXualona • The 
planned attack in the Ardannaa would not be able to rawaraa the poaitlona. 

gaha« a a * ♦ # agreed with Wolff In judging that there was no poaai- 
bllity of Osrpany continuing to fight and that it was inperatltw that srsry 
effort should be nade to stop a last useless sacrifice of human life* On 
the pclitleal side the Aabaasador saw no possibility of a rupture in the 



opposite party while the war laeted. 
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ftoir«rth«la 80 no doelslou mre rsnehod and It waa abroad that tbiBr 
oonld aialt a aon ntopitione iMiMiit* 

i 

m jannarr of X 9 i 45 » Barai^^ftodlll eoHonleatad idth tha Liaataoagt 
of tbe SS« Qiiido^^iaaer » hand of tbo 17 Offleo of the atidhaaloiiartialta- 
taanoUBt of (CIO that h« had a aaana of oontaettng tha da|^o* 

AiwrloaiiA through Svlttarlaiid. Th« ootlaa lapalUng BarrUIi to taka thia 
atop nagr bo found in hia daalrt to o r or an t tho OasHuia aoooapliAlng tbalr 
fOaaiiad doatiuetloD of tha poaar planto and laotorlao of northana Italx* 

FOr the oafia reaaons hod oortod aa tnto n iodiai y 

batoao n tho ItoXlan Btriioana and tha Oaraaao. 

Ih Fahmary ParrllU eroasod tho bordar Into gvltnarland and oon* 
taetod hla friand ^of^ito ^ rnm nn , a SlliBJEgUlflDftl* 

Bdanann# in addition to tha inaano aotlTo, oae daalroiaa of pranorr* 
lag the Port of oanoa and tha Italian railwy arotan, ohieh ooro of parti- 
oolar Intaroat to tha 9«lia aeonoo^* 

unoaann uadartock to naka all tho aimtananta* and eallod in 
Itojor^WdjMl^ ona of the h oad a of iha Solaa Intolliganoa aerTlce, who mo 
a friand of long atandlng, fia roqnaatod palbol to glTo hin all poodiblo 
halp In a Torj’ diffieult aituatlan. 

loibol got in tottoh oLth Hr. Allan v.^^ullaoi portonal yoprao a^tivo 
of Rooaari ^t In g oitmr laiid and hnad. of tho ^fioo of J^ratoglo jonrli^o 
Qporatji^ In tho torrltory of tho Cg£sd0Ch£O^ 

Dullaa aav that the projoet waa worthr of oonaldoratlOD and dooidad 
to giro a hoarlng to JkrrlUi* 
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Jn Urn flnrt aaeting of Aaeiioans* S«iBO» and IUlUii8» Dullot did 
not appoar» Imt hMd hisBeXf Popresontod bx Ms attSSyuOT Osro tod QMTimlts. 

Oavmlts Mksd for tho nsass of tbo Q«rMX» «dth itim it mild bo 
possible to estsbllab eontaet. 

Tbs first nsaes giTon by fbrrllli did not iapress Callos* soorstasx* 



He» hovesert evlneed nore interest vhsn ParrlUi M&tiooed tbs naao of 



Ibrrllli had not yet gotten in toach oitb Donoann in rtgaid to tho 
■otter# bat fro* his personal knovledgo of the son be knew DoUaaan mild 
be interested in a negotiatlan of this kliid. Bsoides# Ibrrllli ■■• osore 
of the fact that Dollaann had faTorably roooirsd a letter fron Qiptaln 
^^ felaetti# vho# In the me of cardinal Sehustv# ashed bin to do all In 
bis poeer to pretent the destructiaa of Itortbvn Italy. 



^^Ilna nn* 



On bis return frosi Svitserland# on the 1st of nereb# mrxUll bsd 
a aeetlng eith DoUnann in Ifilsn in Hmr *s ^artnent. 

After the loss of Rons# DoDnsim aas appointed llalsoo bstoMi 
Ksseellring and Wolff; although Ym had lost sone standlns» hs eaa still 
of inportanos. 8s vas lising at RogglOf whart# in addition to acnoapll^ 
ing his llaisan tasks# ho had tried to rst as aodiator botooen the lehnaoht 
and the Partisans# at least in the sector controlled by his offioo. 

Vlth the greatest enthuslav DoUnann accepted the proposal of nsot* 
Ing Rooeerelt'e represents tlfo» He, at first# bought that the Anszioans 
■ere desirous of neetlng the Oemans because they had finals realised 
that destroying Qemaiiy neant opening the door of gurope to Russia. 

Parrllli aanaged to arold the subject; he vantadit all costa to 
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establish contact betveen the iuserleans and the Oemans. 



Holtt iaf oTMd by noXIain of the opportunity that bed pre- 



sented itself » he kept the bell ou the boosee. the ineltetioii 



«t the 



right iMMnt. lit esked his eolleboretore to go es (fiickSy es possible to 
Selteerlsod to see idut imrieeas suited. 

Cki the 3m of Mtroh l^rrllU* DQllasim» end Zlnasr prsseatod ths»- 
seises at the Svlss border, fterllll erossed« gising tte praftnenged pees-' 
sord» ”PlerIoigl<*. OoUaexm end 21— er nsaeged to uiter M^teoHend with 
the help of mibel> eho hed glsen speolel Instruetloos to the fkWtlsr piaxd. 

An i— edista nesting sLth Dulles end oeevnmltn sas inposslbls m» 
for the ti— being# they sere not STSdleble. nurrllll took the inieiAtive 
in presenting Haneerw to theOe—ntis as « rspresentdtlve beslng the oonfl- 
deuce of Dalles. 

The oottfertrtee betveen ftisnenn end Dollnenn opened on e elessieel 
erg— eat. Doll— talked of the necessity of esTlng Sarope fron Bolsht- 
Tlen# eaepressing sorprlse that the Allies hed not yet U— ght of nalting 
vltb the Qervaas In en eatl-Rosslen crusade. \ 



Attacking the sobjeet directly# Poiiamxai aanoonoed to DoUnea that 
the Allies sere prepared to contend sltb aqy desperate last stand of tbs 
Oersans# bat that It sould not be sortb shUa for OeTsai!Q^ to odoti—e 
fl^tixig beoaose there sas no chance of a rupture between the Ani^o- 
Anerioans and the kasslans# at any rate sbile silitaiy operations against 
the Reich ccntinued. there r— almd only one uty open to the (k— enst 
that of shortening the war by the eapltuletl«i of the oenssn troops in 
Italy opposing tbeApglo'AMrleuie. 

A surrender of this kind sculd be hailed as a patriotic gesture 
(like that isade the 20th of July 19U by the Oenerels Wltaloben# Beck and 
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others ) wad a olavar poXltleal aoaa that thaOmana wuld ba wj «roi« oat 
to oaka4 

At thla paint OaHlmnp raallalnf tliat hla lnt«rXoavtair vaatad oaab 
and offarad Xlttla* ju opad to hla faat» ImMfOMit and vad fio tha teeay aar* 
lftg» •Ihd a a d ahat do yoo axpaet of dal that I ahooXd bailor *r coiOitrTT” 

Piaiaim rtpllpd that he did not aspaat aarthlog bot thatt taa aott- 
eldarad the oorda ^^batfaral** and *traltor” oara not partlaanti that tha 
Alllaa raeofolaad and raapaatad m honaat ooa oho ooold hiXp in andlna tha 
alaaghtar of oarfara» aa tbaj had provan la tha aaaa of tttdogXlo^ aad of 
Oraadi» aad of Muuiartiaia. 

It aaa not tilltba aftarBOoo of tha 3rd of l^rdi tiot tha g ro up oaa 
Jolnad by hr* FOuI Sooi oboa DoXlaa had dalagatad aa hla rapraaaotatloa at 
thla flrat naatlDg. 

Blt0i» haolng baan xoqfoaatad by Ainaim to aa^roaa hla oplaicn to tha 
Oaroaaa oho oara raady to eeopamta in bringing tha oar to m and aad aoold- 
lag U» uaaXaaa oaata of hnaan llfa» said (la Praneb)# "Tta natarlaX aad . ^ 
aoiaX daaago oauaad by thia mr In )9aropa haa ba«i ao great that the iXllaa 
olXl hart naod of eriry aaa of good olll for th# raaonatxvd^ca* Any Qoa 
idio halpa to i^orttm tha mr vilX hava provaa that ha la a aaa of good olXX.« 

At>.;t^ and of th# caetlng* !)olXaaaa noted doan auadaeUy tha Aaarl- 
eaa Idaaa aa foXlooe t 

Ho poear in tha world will be able to aeperate the AAglo- 
Aaerleana froa the Ruaalane. 

2. Oeraaay had Xoet tha war. 

3. The Allies would not hare dealt with rapresentatlree of Rltlar 
or of RijMler. 



U* 2n this ecntost hslitg wuSs bstssan ths AUIm and Uto Qsram# 
tbs diseussiokis eaiXd oalT dsal with tbs AlXlsd tw* 

That ths only thins that aaa laft for an honstt Oaraan ts db» 
saa# in tbs InWrest of tie Oman pso|ils» to balp ahortd tha 
sar in sssit^ poaslbls sajr# «hleb» If It wars aarrlad on aosM 
iavoXvs thaOanaan nation in an inorsdlbls atmtfXs* 



Ths sssopd aestlas bstassn tbs Osnaana md tbs Ansrloans took plaos 

T. ^ , 

at Zorieh. Ih addition to Dolinaim and ztiinlsr, aad bis aida> li wi s r i ^ t 

vats pxaasiit* 

Tbs gr o up sas rseslrad at ths Salas frontisr hp IhrriXIlt Baaaaan* 
and a raprssantatlTs of Major iaibal« 

Tbs ilXsgsl eroaslags of tha Salas bordsr bj th» Osnan An^ offloara# 
idilch «a aggiasatsd by tbs fact that thsy bsXongad to tha SS» vaa daa 
aolalT to tba parsenal InltlatlTs of ito.lbsl« 

Tba saiaaOofs nM B B ot saa not asars of th la infkaotioa of tbaSstaa Xaas» 
this brsaoh of Salas nsuttslity. 

nuurm aad Shlbal had takan tha Inltlatlss at th^r saa rtlak and 
psrll. Tba aoeessifbl sndlng juattflsd thalr dssd and aarltad ths fratltuds 
of tbsoorarmsat of ths Oonf sdr mtlon* 

taring ths joumsj fioa tha frontier to 2arloh> ffiaaann rstlrsd alona 
sltb lOlff to a first eXaaa ressrrsd eo^>artnaot* Tbsra thsy bad a sonfsr- 
snca that Xaatad not Xsas than aasan hours. 

laiaaann began bla talk alth a qaastion that apparsnUj had no rsfor^ 
ones to ths subject but shlch aarred as a baala for his aiyuaant* Ba aAsd 
Wolff If be» in his position of grsat responsibility had seem had oeoasipn 
to dlseues problsns with leaders of Industi^^ of finance^ of solanee^ and 
if he had ever listened to the briefs of salnent jurists. WOlff rspllsd 
that he had not. 



8 . 

Is s piXj *9 dbisrtsd fkummuk, *bss Ms e with mt mymM ws mm 
qdIx s p^rt of oar sorrmidlnss. SoossvAt# fbr maa^m, la sdditloa t# 
his ngiOsr difacastle and alUUiT iaUUl<snes sorviess* has biblt 
of 8«idii^ his psrsQohl fiioods to forsics ssoBtrins ss obssrws. Ow* 
older Dollss» for idio is not Mtesssdor in Bnrnst sad doss not 

svia boiowc to theOliaoBStie 0OTpo» hut is oas of tho Issdlai Is^wi la 
msrlssi hs now finds hlasslf la Ssitssrlond ss o bs gfs r sad pvsaasl rs- 
PTSMststiso of ths Prtsldwt of ths itaitsd Sts too. Hi iwports dlrootlx 
to Roosssolt and is rssponsibls to Roosssslt onlqr. 

aiBBSnn spoke st Isofth shoot Ro oissslt so s sen sad ss s stotosasaf 
snd prosoototl his ss tbs psneiiiflsstiea of tbs lasrlosn paopla* li rs* 
asrhsd that la tias of ssr oosn dsaoorselss hsosas# In s ssnss»dletstor* 
sh^« mth tbs sohstsatlsl dlffhrmos tbst» hossTsr» tho rosponsthlo 
eblsfs srs slssjs sssrt that tbof mst render soeoant to psrtlsasnt of 
their sotiOBs sad dseisians* Seen la tins of vsr»ia dsnoomtlo fOf i a' 

BSBts tbsrs BOX be slsotioos sad Xesss passed bgr psrllsnsnt» idiilo dists^srs# 
being asrssohsbis end oaoontrdLXsd^ gios soosaat of thsir notions to no oos 
snd in that vsx tbe possibllitf of fol^ sstrsx is inorsssod eonsldsrsfeilx* 
Mff Xistsnsd olth sttsntlca* 

rmossdfng with bis thiae tti w mn spoke onUmslssUosXlx of tbs 
Biitish lipirs snd of ChorchiU sad than slso of ksssls sadStslia. Be 
than pointod mil to iolff the dlfforonoe botossn reslias in politics and 
s aorslstnso in s prlrsto IndlTldosl* Be nods s spselsl offbrt to elsrlfy 
the difforoaess botvesn Qmrchill snd Koosovblt on ths oao hMd sad SUlla 
on tbe other» in regard to the interests that onltod then. 
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Anglo-SttDoVf hm sald« «ecusto«ed to lol^ dlffloiXt 

prdblmm one aftor tha other and tmtll thaj bara dlapoaad of the piladpal 
problaa, they do not allow their attoatlon to be dletxaeted bgr eeeantey 
or trlalal ■ettere* IttiHe theOoreana eere tfTina to oaaate the allleiilae 
la Oeiwtfi ChercMll Halted ble effort# to tx^ina to aeeare peace for 
20 or 30 Tear#* Jn the deatlngr of the ladlTltealae la the deatliQr of aa- 
tiona» mforeeeea fhetore oeeor such aa the laordlhaie aehitlott to idLA to 
plea the eonroa of the oentoriee*'* 

Volff interropted# **Toa bare talked aach of RooeeveXt, QntrdhiUv 
Stella# aad their people* iSut# &oe# do 700 thlak of Bltlert le It la* 
tentleaal that 70a hate avoided epeakina of hlaT" 

Hawmm replied in the netatite aad addad that eruy aae ms folded 
la Me aotloae bf three fnadaaental fhetort 1 reaeoa» eeatlanit aad ooa* 
eolottoa* 

OoQSoianea la not bom of laatlnet^ it la a oo^>lea that la freatlT' 
laflneneod bf atavlaa aad bf eduoatloa* OUng thla aa aa am^e# ha do* 
aoBOtrated that aenalbllit7 aad ooaaelaaoa aero very llttlo developad la 
Hlilar. 

•Bat Rltler doaa not evea oea rtaaoa la hla preeent na7 of aotinf 
aad thlnklnf • Be balonfi to the oatofory of the pooaaaeed** 

1 long dieeeeaioo reealted* H ii ea eaa deeonetreted that Rltler vaa 
dominated by aa obtaaslaD# while Stalin had to be credited with t the 
Xeaat ea ebeolntely rationalletie neotallty* lhen#for laatanoe» Booeevelt 
infomed Stalin thatoongreea# the Senate and even the ieerloao people* 
would Mver accept the elllaaee with an athelat and organieer of world 
revolution* Stalin did not hesitate to reestablish the Church in a few 
weeks* to wipe out the'^Koaintem"* and to aetablidi a new natloital aathaa. 
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Bltlftr, instead, eantinned quimlUng with tbs obnrobss* dosing 
^Isoss of eoltan, psrssoutlnf raliglaB* M oontlirosTly sttsoind tbs Jsvs 
of jsisrlos sad ftiglsad, sad tlrslssaly poAsd tbs dispsrssl and ttUrniastsaa 
of ttaoss in Borops* this sss tbs ssssatlsl diffbzsaos bstsssa Stslla sad 
Hitlsrt oBs Mb sss s pblltlosl rssitst, tbs ottasr s a s d asii with ta idss- 
loflosl Qoapl«c« 

Oontlaoiast tli—nn follossd and pietorsd tba dsrvalapasats of Uis asr 
op to tbs tins thstCbarebUl Massif bsd sotted tbst tbs sltostdoa of tbs 
SlXlss sss aotsbly bsttsr bsosvss of ttas lasseussbls srrors osaalttsd by 
Bltlsr. If oas eonsldsrsd sssats objsctlssly» oos bsd to s^it tbst tbs 
Qaltsd Ststss did not satsr into tbs asr of tboir dm ffoo aLU. Boosovalt 
ladlspBtsbXy dsssiTss tbs eiadit of bsslag forssosa tbs iassitsMlltj of 
latorsantloa on tbs psrt of his ooastry. Also at tho aaiy bsgiiiiilbi tbs 
Prosidsat bsd asds svsiy sffort to STold tar. Thsa* das to oaaats hs bsd 
bssa ooapsllsd to bslp mglsad. m the flnsl saslyais» boaaasr, it ass not 
Roossaslt abo dsoldsd tbs IntsitanUoa of ths Qbitsd Ststss^ but tbi ia- 
ersdiblo dsod of tbs Jbpsnsss, aho, dth the asgiods of fsagstsrs sad tbs 
sdvsatsgs of s allltsrT suxTrlso, thought tbst tboy eould la oas might foros 
s grsst Bstioa to bsad ths kass. 

Bsd Hitler anlglbbsntrop lafXusno^ tba JSpsnsss to strika sad set 
In this Bsimsrt At say rats, ths JSpsnsss, through Basrl Bssbor, sooossdsd 
la QHS night in sehlsTlmg m result tbst probsbiy eould not hsas bssa seeo a 
pllahsd in ssay sontha, aitb Billions spent In propsgands, neatly, the fb- 
Sion of tha Amsrlosn people Into s single block ttdag tba piablm of tto mr. 

Hujasnn eontlnued. tiQn ths other head, in the long jrssrs of fighting, 
years that atc tba bloodiest in ths history of ths world, the opposing foress 
of thsoeraans and ths Huaslans suecsedsd In doing nothing sore then alspplng 
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Meh othar la tha teat. The loasM of tha^tosiant toa^ iaaanaa«hotb 
in aotoal eoibat and as a raaolt of tbs oecupaticii of tast ssetloas of tV 
Soslst torrltorlss by thsOtoMns* But the saorifieas of tl» Wnsslans gass 
ths ipgl9^Smo9 Um tiaa bsossssit ^ ovsroons their critieal sltuatloii 
and tbsir snforosd oendoet of ths war on a dsfMslsa bast#. Ifo«» in ths 
last pnass of ths conflict, thsy hass reaohsd ths Bhlas vlth'a stasssriag 
adsantacs both la asn and natsrisl. Ths prspaiatioos ssrs long and dlffl* 
salt but onoa a fain ths sfffset sUl bs eataelTanlc. 

BitXsr freqiMntly spohs of Prorldsnes. It dost nA natter what jrsu 
call it — OnlpotsoSat Oodf or Prorldsaee* Bat if you obssnrs ths dssslop- 
^nts of tbs lost ysars rttrospsetiTsl/# you can rsadiiy ase that it sma 
not ths will of ProTldsaes to golds Bltlsr to Tictory. 

It ia esidant that the Osmaa ersatsd fron aa linposvtahad 

paopls W a fhaatlQ Ilka Bitlsr, naa ahls to saomoualx nsskan ths Itessian 
fOTosa# mt it is also s|rparsiit that the Stalla of today is aot tbs sans 

as at the bagianint of the nar, and llksnlsa that ths BolahsTlsa of today 

ia not ths sans aa that of bsfors ths mr*" 

lolff had Ilstsnsd attantissly to tbiwoiaVa dlsesurss. Hs bagan to 
talk hinsal fj tsealllng ths ysara of his yooth, his diopalr for damany nd 
for hor fUturs aa a nation^ torn apart by a doacji diffsrsnt politibal partiaa, 
all atrisiag against ona another, and tios. In hla dsaixs to find aons naana 
of a rabirth, he bscaaa intsrsatsd In and nada the aoqualjutanos of Bitlar, 
bhoas lifa had alnays bsaa a ssry slavls ona, bat who had nada tba niataka 
of sofroonding hlneslf with Ineapabls aaaiatanta. 
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'ontln*.«d« mill li) in? the character of eoae of thesa collabora- 
tors : loeriiui, for enarole« with nis bonbaet, his Yanlt^^ hie luxunr, «aa 
a »*re shell. The hidgasnt that be for«ed uf Rlbbeatrop^ ivelghin^ the 
political and dlplaaatle qualities of the Minister of voreign iffhlrs of 
the Third !toleh» sas eren more negative. Us ended vlth the q^stlcDt ’HRij’ 
does the world hate tttler?" 

Rosnann replied^ *S?eii in private life a failure is ozltielssd and 
eansursd; even by associates and friends » while success provokes the ed- 
alratlen of everybody. The greater the position of a aan, the more ha is 
in the public sys» eorrsspondingly the mors severe wUlthe orlties be. If 
Rltler bad aohieved sueosss* many things would have be« oTorlooked» and a^f 
pieeadllloe would have been suhiwrgtd in the tide of admlrmtioo. Bat the 
mill of Providence, the decline of oeraan power, mtler*s oen mistakes, in- 
dicated clearly that froa failure to failure, the end east be near. Horrible 
deeds have been unveiled to the world that called down on him \mlversal exe- 
cration. The destiny of Rltler is already formed — the molds are fixed. 

To coDtlnue the mar would mean only turning the Oerman dties into alaughter 
bouses and cutting short the axlstaaea of thousands." 

acid islff, nhs illlaa elMi to destroy tbsasraan psopls." 

IPTwai sooitersd» "It is act pcsslbXa to destroy e psopls. Bema Hitler 
did not succeed in MKteminaMng the Babrsmi, Qos esn wipe out a ceste* Ism 

and I lived in the times of Villlsm II. That era passed with the first Hbrld 

Mar. Tcu and I lived In the times of ths Caar, and in the finssian Rsvdlutlea 

princes and grand dukes disappeared. But the lOisslan and Oerman people still 

remain. And after this war the ruling class in Oermaay will be wiped oat, 

but a nation of 60 Billion people cannot be wiped out. Vot the Allies, bat 

the Germans themselves. In obstinately insisting on fighting this foclleh 

and hopeless mar to the bitter end, can destroy their people md their coon try. 
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Th« longar th« conflict la«t« the greater will be the mleerj# the greater 
the ponibUity of ftelne*" 

"?roa what you have told mif, replied WoXtt, **I met belioTe that ymi 
bare an eocaot uBderwtandlng of the peyehologj’ of Oerwan offlcerw* Add to 
that the ellitary training they hawe recelTed. The reeolt ie that Jthe Teiy 
foondatlene of our ertatenee are obedlenee and Icyalty to our oathe« for 
tbeae prlnelplea we can dle» but we eaanot break tbas and ooatlnue to lire** 
**Doee the principle of obedience prerent your thinklngt” aeked Boe- 
aana. In addition to obedieaoe^ ought not thoee itio rind thoeeeleee In 
high pleoee reflect on the ordeiw they are about to iasneT Ton hawe taken 
an oath of loyalty to Rltler. But haan't thia aane Rltler etated that aiqr^ 
thing ie juet and right that is for the good of the Oeman people? Ien*t 
Bltler a tjabolJ Do you think you should keep your oath to a nan diea yon 
personally are ecnttf|i9<l that to eontwnue the war will result in ruin for 
theOemen poeplet The geneimle who organised the plot of ^ily 20th were not 
bad Oemaae# but aeo who« having seen that the wan was loet> wanted toend It 
as soon aa possible for the good of the people end of the ooantiy* Bistoxy 
will judge then; they will be considered as heroea end patriote# not aa 
traitors. Isn't this the eonfliet that is going on in your Bind, Qsnexal 
^ yiff? Ih the bcttcB of your heart even you are ooirrinced that the mr ie 
irrenedlsbly lost for Oemany. IDien you retun to Italy idth what conviction, 
with what justifloatlon can you iesue ordexw to your aoldiexs to fight and 
die for e lost eaueet” 

Volff asked Buaaann to leave Mjb ailone for a while, ftiov had blocked 
the line and at Goeehenere the train had to oone to a halt. 

After a half hour the conTersatlon wae resumed. Wolff aaind HiinMnn 
what grounds he thought would be acceptable for the opening of negotiations 
with the inglo-Anericans. 




\ 



Ui. 

BaaMann atipfulatad that the diacutslaos mat b« lialtad aotlralcr 

■ilitaiy quaations, because If they mat into political aattera only tbo 

great Isadora of the Alllest Rooaeeelt^ Staling and Qmrchill# ecold Mka 

# 

the daoialQft. Tbs ■IXitaxy eorrandar of a aingle aaetorf on Ihe other hand* 
ema quits aithin the ca^teDes of oanaesil Siaenhomr* 

Volf f stated that nsithar Hitler nor BUBaler knev of his journey to 
dsitasrland* He hlnself had decided to take the atop after hoatlBg idiat 
OoUnann had to say and after the talks he had had idth parlUl at paaano* 
ospeelally as he felt it was iqperatiTs that ha psraooally shoold sealiiats 
the sitaatlgn. 

The discussion eontinusd «d ftianaim asked volff the quaatloD lAiieh 
Initiated the final atepi **Shall the grsateat tragedy in Onman history 
take place idthout any Oaman haring the oosrsfa to act for the good of ha* 
naaityT I an aura that you raallaa that the back of tha Osman peopla is 
hrflk|H> aoad that nothing further oan be hoped for fron than* Tou*aa vaXlas 
liartfiall^^aselrl^* rn—aml troopa in a aeotor that ia oospletaly separate 
tram the other aoaea of opexatloo* and are therefore able to initiate* and 
bring to a eandusioa* a plan that wUldlractly have Ita affect in ahortening 
the ear* Indspeadently of the other orgniaatlcos In the center of tha Raich* 
a plan that eiU have uadofobted repereuaaiona* on the other fronts, tftidar 
thaaa conditions evsxTthlng seems to psint to yon as the mm diosan for tha 
fulfiUmeiit of a mlaaion that your people can naithm* Ignore nor forgat.* 

The group took up their realdenee in Zurich in Huamann^a bense* mhara 
they had plannad tha meeting eith the Americana. They^ boeever* hasitatad 
to eoae at tha laai momsat aa Dullea* autpiclona had bem ankiaed* Ba 
thought that Wolff waa acting aa an agent of Klmmler* md hia oonviotlon ma 
baaed on the lateat InfotmatloD received by the Americana* aooordB.Bg to ^ioh 
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^ Kftltqnbnnm^r ivma trying to contact the Allies In Selttsrlaad* It was 

another easaple of the extraordinaTy saspidoR of the AMrloaos in regard 

# 

to erery eore undertaken by theoermans, which eueplolco alsost caused the 
ehole plan to fail. It ru Huwtaann idio> by exerting treat pressure* finally 
succeeded In laduolng Dallas to reoelwa IkUft* 

tbie was not the only tljae the negotiatioDsnearly broke dooa^ for 
several tlaas they were in danger of shipwreck. 

If this did not happen, it is thanks to Buaaaim, lalbel anl larrilli. 
Who, besides baring to ofercoae certain technical bbstecles, had to oraate 
a basis of understandd.ng, adjusted to the ecaapletely different nentalities 
of the Anerioane and theOeraans, differences that would hare ceased the break- 
ing off of negotiaticne at the first dlsagreaaent or nisvDderstanding. 

Alter introductions had been oede, aosBenn asked the foHovliig ques- 
tions of Wolff t "Oeaeral, as the result of our talk on the train are you 
conrloced thatoenMny has definitely lost the war?" 

Wolff t "Tee." 

Rugnanni "Did you also understand that we cannot dlsonse in Seltier- 
land any problMS coaeemlng the Belo^whut only those affecting the sons of 
operations in Italyf* 

Wolff t "Tee." 

Roeeannt "Twice you hare fornally assured me that your trip tc 
dwitaerlaad hae been mdertaken without the knowledge of Bltler mad BiaC,er, 
and that your preeenoe here can in no way be considered as your being the 
agent or reprasentatire of these two persons?" 

Wolff: «Tee." 

Aieaannt "From our talkyour final conclusion was that the only pcs- 
alble thing was an uneanditlonal surrender, aa aqy othnr form of surrender 
would bring the natter into the field of polltloa, and tberehy of unsurmount- 
able problems?" 
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Ifelffs 

Tbm ftddbdt "If> in iplt« of this, 70a should attsapt to « 3 e* 

Und Xbe pxoseat diocusslaD to the liiolo Itslch, it Is just as uoll that y<M 
shoold raaliaa that those dlseosslona would ood in 30 ssconds — bb I light, 
Mr. Dulles?* 

DuUsa agrsed, and RUsaaim, aftsor a few words, withdrew and left the 
Qaiasa with the iaerioaas* Tbolr talk lasted more than an hour and IkHtf 
out trm It aatisfiedi and tblles daelarsd hjaasilf pleased with tha 
▼isitor* 

The following daj another aeatlng took place between the deswana and 
tbeAMrteaas, at which the Swlaa were also preaent. 

Those participating wars llblff, Dollwaim, Huim, IBihal, and Qaewer- 
nits. The problen of the Ihrtlsana wae dlecussed md the proelanatlan wae 
drafted that would haws to be lamted at the tiaa of the aarrender. 

The nesting broke up under the beat auspleea. 



ghm Vdlff » DollnaxB, Vrumt, Zlsnnr and larrilH retuned to Ital/ 
tbej reallaod that Berlin suspeetod the negotlatlona beoanae KaltenbrnsBOr, 
in the nana of ffianler, bad sent a telegran to Volff foiMddlng contact idth 
theilllea and ordering the arrest of larrllli. 

lalteabronner ' e telogrsn did not wonjr polf f too nudi . Bs knaw 
could justify his trip into swltiarland by asking it appaar as an atteipt 
at creating a rift In the eneny 009. 

^ 

After the first trip of DoUnaim, at the re^at of DuHeaT wurl and 

V, 

"^Dsaelani were set free, and were allowod to go to Switisrland) suen fv this 
Oolff had a reason, as tha two (^sfs of the Partisans had serred to obtain 
the libs ration of Col/tiunachs, «-nida of Hitler , who wms e prlaonsr of tha 
Allies. 
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Tlve transfer at that tiae of Kestelring froie the Italijn to the Vset- 
am Ftont eaae as a surprise to all. 

The sueeessor was not o«Md# and Vslff was no longer in a position to 
treat with the lOlitarT^ OoBnander. FhrrlUl was asked to infom !>aieo of 
the new t»Qditioas that had arisen. 

f^rrilli aneepted this new aissionf in spite of the daziger of holng 
■aohine gnmied bjr the allied air FOree^ which alnost incessantly patrolled 
the road between tilan and Ghiaeso^ and also tt^ danger he ran fronthe SD 
susplelcBS end •urwelUanee because they cowld not understand how nolff 
could pezwlt a nsa to wnder freely about the frontier when Berlin had or- 
dered his arrest. 

mrrllll omcluded his niesiaa and on his zwtum to Italy transwittad 
the three following questlona tram Dulles to ^oltt\ 

1. Bad nolff the authority to act alone? 

2. If* as a replacement to Kesselring a new on— niler should arrlwe* 
could and would Holf f persuade bin to act with him? 

3. If the new ooawader was not disposed to act in oolXaboratloB* 
would Wolff aot against his orders? 

Wolff told l^rrlUl that he was oartaln Kesselring would not return 
to Italy and that the nane of the nerw cowaander was still unknown. Hs 
stated* <*DuUes nay oouot on ms whatever happens. It is ny firm Intent to 
bring to fruition the plans arranged with Dulles the 6th of March In Zurich. 

I hope to be able to convince the new eowaandor — and X have wany argaaents J " 

Then before letting Parrllll leave for Swltserlaod he gave the orders 
In his presence which eountemandad the projected destniction in Horth Italy. 

Barrllll* as aoon as he reached Swiss territoiy, got' In touch irith 



Ruswann and ^ported the result of his mission. 



( 
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Husaaim and Parrilll acted as Intermediaries with the Americans and 
had to use all their InHuenee ani their oower of peroaasl'» to convince 
the Americans that Wolff had not dianged anj of hia Intontlona. {Allies erne 
finally persuaded and vent to the Allied Hsadquartare in France to ask that 
a military delegation be sent to Svltaerland to treat with Wolff. 

Qaenremlts said to Rusmann, <*Tou can seef Professor^ it is not easy 
to start negotiations!* 

The l5th of March Parrilll returned to Italy to inform Wblff from 
pnlles that a military mission would cone from OHQ Caserta to Ssltierland. 

It vas Wolff this time who seemed to be in not too much of e huny. 

Re had realised that, contrary to his first sumlng up of the situation, 
vlthout the eoneurrancafi of the Army, It would be Tory difficult to aceom- 
plieh the sarrend^r* 

Qery^i ^^9 friend, had bett appointed ae 

Ke8selring*e suoceeeor,and he hoped to readily aesociate him with the project. 



But the nevCcnnaiider in Chief had not yet arrlTed in Italy and he bad not 
been able to confer with him. Re accepted, however, the X9th of March ae 
the date of the next meeting In Swltserland, at which he apfpeared aebompenied 
by Wexmer.and Zlamsr. 

On the date arranged the oemans and the Amerieens met at Aecona. 

The technical preparation of the new meeting had been entrusted to Major 
waibel, who waa absolutely trusted by thaAnericane. The Amerleans, however, 
being aware of their proxialty to the Italian frontier and, therefore, to 
theoenman troops, thought it wise to prepare for aay eventuality by having 
machine guns in the garden and to keep a large bit of the lake uxkier aur~ 
velXlance. 



I 



I 
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B»fort th* fMMMin l%nrllll omS t talic vlth Volff Lugano* 

nutiw nuitod to talkvlth IhltT bafora the neoiiog to clear up an 

a^lfoitj that be thought present In the stst«ent of the Oeaun Oentral. 

♦ 

Dalles had iiiimiiKl the Allied nilitsi7 representetleee on the basis 
of the afflnatlre replj girea bj WOXff to ParrlUl) that is to saj, that he 
eoald bring about the surrender even against the wlUof theOcnaander in Chief 
of tbsoerean Amed Forees in Hhen Tbrrilli told Aisnaan that VOlff 

soald eene on the 19 th ef Maroh* he had also told bin that aulff aeea e d to 
beve changed hla uind, inasnuch as he considered It aoald be isposeible to 
act in opposition to thsoirean allltary authority In Italy* 

AiMuihf faaring that Diills%«hen confronted ulth tide ree«*vatiOB» 
uould eaneel the eeeting, aesuaed the reiponaibility of not tiananlttlng this 
part of Wolff's reply* 

by aeeting hln at Ingano and by talking with hla bafora hs aet tha 
Allies^ he hoped to Infom hla of the state of affaire and to ean bla that 
a oootxedletlGD in his stateaent# In Tlew of the snspleioiis of the Ansrlosae« 
eoold be fatal to the ehole outooee* 

Wolff ems able to prove to Boasaimthat theie eas no oontredletlOB^ but 
only a aisunderetanding* Be had said to BarriUi# "DulXea oan oouat on aa 
elth or vlthoot the Oexaan Cowaadar.* (Ich stahe lu DoUes nit uad oIbmb 
den deutschen toMindanten*} JUrrlUl bad understood thst the surrsndsr 
oould be secoapllshed elth or eltbout the ^>prcml of the OMsadsr of tha 
Oeraan troops^and had eo InforaedDuUee^ eho, as a reailt of this eoMnioa-’ 
tioD, had suaaoued the Allied KUitary Mlselon to Switserland* WOlff, in- 
stead, had aeiely meant to reafflra his loyalty to Dulles, but not that tha 
worrender e<xild be brought about against the wishee of tbeOoaaander of tha 
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An^. Throiif^ reason voul'* ’•y ^^mulAsd that 

had oaaaad DalXaa t •laaqn WieAnfU^-Aa^ricar lo Salta# rlamS. 

Ihlf would rwawucan CM doiwant voaplclona r: 'toiiea^ lAxo wight hawa taaa 
la IMff *a vorda aa axpadiaot to gain ti»* and confuae the altnation* 

It m9 agread betwaoiOdlff and BuMuan to praeaot the foUoaiAg pro- 
poaala to thaAnerieaaa» giving then a chanea to ^ooaa dilchavar thay pta- 
farradt 

1. If t In the final analiais. It aaa oonaldared abaolntalor naaaaaax 7 » 
Keif f aottld ba allUng to trj to bring about the surrender by hlnsalf^ but 
he vonld eiplalo the difficulties to be encountered. 

2* It night ba preferable to aaalt the arrlTal ofTletttnghof and to 
parauada bin to collaborate^ espeelallj in view of tlie friendabip exletiAg 
betaam lolff and the new Goanander in Chief, volff aaa alnoat eactain that 
ha could fCTOimblx InfluanoeTlettlnghof « 

3* Volff ivoold be glad to go to leeeelrlng'a nea Headquarters oa the 
Vaatem proat and see if he cotdd obtain hie authorliation to aoccnpllah the 
aurrendar# 

ftTlng obtained Rsaselrlng'a authorisation* it could ba aaap anough 
to eoorlnca Vlattintflof* who* bdog a "non-political'' ganaral and a great 
friand of laaaalrlng* would pretuatblr llaten noat willingly to the auggaa- 
tlena of thafiald Marghall. 

Vblff atraaaad an additional poaalbility for the future* nanaly* that 
In his talk with gaaaelrlng he hoped to parauade hln to coabine the aarraader 
of the Ihsteni ffcnt with that of the Italian Sector. 

Ruanann pareletad In warning Vblff of the neeeselty of ccaq)orting him- 
self In sxich a nannirr ae not to destroy IXillea ' confidence; It was therefore 
necessary that he present his dedal on as definite and IrreTocablo* while 






pottlflg ia proper relief the feet thet the rHond of Ihg— Iiing bmd 
ereeted «a entirelx new ead mforeeeta gtete of effhire* 

Wolff for hlB pert bed tneieted oa the ocndltlQiie of la mpder that 
eoald be accorded hie coIXeboretore» partlcoUxl/ the Oeaewla (aMif ehOB 
eeP^retlani } vho would hare follmd hla* He wldied to be aaaired b^ the 
Alllee that the^ would be accorded honorable and chlTaXxoue treatneat. Ba 
caked aothlnc for hlaselffbut atated that be could do nothing until be had 
beea girea a fotaaX aasurenoe as to this natter* 

^t Aacosa ia a little rlUa belonging to the inaricane there nea held 
a flrat eoafereaoe bctneen Wolff, Dullea and gaeremitat at a aeecnd con- 
ferance qenejel Tei^n^ 3» .of th* ^ (iHiaahl 

lomaa L« timitser of theinrrtoan Anor* rare alao preaont* 

Tba tee gaaertlai with tha aid of Whlbel, had aaanaed la SaltaerlAad 
the nanea of teo aergeaata la the Aneric^ telaon i^i ^biNeley^^ 

TheSviaa gofemneat oontimaed to the rory and to renain ia the dtik 
ia regard to all these ereate. 

Dorlag the neeting, auenean took Venaer iato the garden to eonrlnoo 
hia since he bed been peinted out by Ztmer as being the aost aoepticel* 
Raring also learned fron Zteer thet Wblff had brought Inportaatt 
docneeata with hln, Hiiwan begged Wolff to turn theee orer to tho AlXiea 
as a proof of his logpal^ and good faith* 

it the Ascona confersnee It was decided to let Wolff go to Keaeelslag, 
to endesror to obtain hie author! aation to aceonpliah the surrender. Wolff 
had planned to leerw the nsxt day and be beck within three da/p at the nost. 
Wenner reasrked, "There is eSny a slip 'twlxt the c\g> and the lip.* 

The proohetlc words of Warmer prored too true; Wolff ran into dlf fl- 
ea Itlee on hie trip. Qa the dat< set for his return, that is the 2Utb of 
March, he did not appear nor did he send any neseage. 



I ••• lot tr. jf Mar to Italy, fha 

fiiltht baforo vna f n -tlflri ParrllU of 

Wolff »a ratam. ^rrilll oaa a" to ronrlnoa Hauff that it m9 lapaiativa 
that bo 9 » at omo to Salttarland to oaraoBally c^flrn the newt to ^Ibal 
and Baaiwui* 

ParrlUi* with the oossant of hia frlaoda, triad In afary way to win 
over to thalr plan the head of the Qaxwi ?ollea tor Lonhazxly and the pienont, 
for hla attitude wae wlalbly unfhworable to the negotlatioiia. 

Whlball profited by Rauff «e wlalt to aek for the ralaaae of 5 political 
priaanera» to whleb Banff acraad* 

The 30th of March Wolff and l^rriUi net at fbaano. WOlff reported 
to PerrUlii "Meeaelrlngy in epita of being snoaad under with mxk, re- 
oalwad ne twice and Xietanad with groat Intaraat. Ka>alao> is of the 
opinion that we ahould antar into negotiations with the AXlias^ partion- 
larly as he is certain we cannot resist on the Ibstem Front for nors than 
three« or at the nost^ four weeka. Atthe end of this period the reeervee 
will be exhausted.'* 

EesseXring had also spoken to Wolff eonoeming the issuance of a new 
**Varswelflungswaffa<* (weapon of desperation) idiieh msexpeetad daily and 
lOiidi was to be used on the Western front. Keseelilng hinaelf did not know 
the exact nature of the weapon but theeffeote had been daecrlbed to hln aa 
so torribXa that ha had decided to eond in hie reelgnation rather than tMwe 
hla nans linked with such a weapon. 

In bis eecohd talk with Wolff the Field Marwhall wae nbre reeerred> 
saying that a surrender on the Wbrtern front seened Inppssible as he felt 
he was not conpletely eaeter of the situation. 

Howerer, he was not opposed to such a step being taken by Tlettlnghof, 
nor to Wolff*e plan in general. 



«hi;« tMlkfi wmrm %M;lng pXae« with R«B9eIrln^» VoXff rPCBlTtd 
«a urgs&t oaXXfraiiBftrlin» r»qu^sting hla to Biq^Xaln his cantAct uLth tho 
AlXioo* 

TboM eootr«t«tp« bad prtTHitod loXff Mctlng flottinghof • Pir-^ 
rllll aanovneod than to tho head of the S3 that he liouXd not retnni to 
iecona tlXX he had been litforaed of the reenlt of the ■eetlng with Viet* 
tiaghof • tlner bad to go to iecona to Ix^ora the iaerloaa deXegataa of 
ebat bad happened and to annoonee the lilnant arrival of HoXff and Ite* 
rllll. the laat naaed bad bad the Inpreealon that» after bla talk elth 
RteXer^ Iblff bad beeeoe mart oautlone and oae aeeklnf to gain tiae* 
l l oe ajer » he preferred to stay near fbaano* beoauee he balleeed that per* 
aosally be eonld Influence theOaraan Oeaeral. On the otbv band^ the 
OeneraX oonaldared It heXofbl to have ntrrllXl vltbln reach. 

The 3Xat of Itoch the aaetlng of WdXff and Vlettlaghof took |d.aee. 
qenemrtl8ttlger»^ ^ilef of Staff of the O oMander of the Omrwmn fatomm In 
Italy, aaa alao preaant. 

Iba pradlotloQf of Volff mrm falfillad becanae both A/ttigv and 
Viattlngbof annooneed that they fbeored a aarrander. They^ like Eaaaal* 
:flBg 9 knav that the Allied offenalra vaa in an advaneed atate of prapara* 
tlonjand that they did not hare the naans of opposing It for sore thaa a 
fan aaeka. 

lolff InfoMd thea that he aonld go to Saltier land liiaia he lamld 
definitely arrange for the surrender and that he voold accept the data set 
by Dullaet ei^xt o'clock In the evening of April 2nd. 

In the neanahlle manler^ acting on a roaor that had reached hl« 
from Italy, took Wolff '■ family under hia "personal protection". 
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81fliA«r hlswlf t«l«phoii«d thU deeislon to WoXfX, wMiag him <nc9 
•C*1b not to loft^ th» lUIltt SOM* 

Voilff mid to l^rrlUlt «I do not lode tho ooiu««o to go to Mtior- 
Iniidt If noeogMjy I imld not hMltato to ofon noerlfloo >ar faaUT to tlm 
onaoo. Bnt X aa oorUln that now that RUalor haa opok an to ao# tint ttaara 
li alroadr no iadlTidoal with a ballot raadr for no. Bi aar ovwti bo lara 
at 08^ n a y b a on hla wsf bars , tbo end of Uia atory aoald bo a Mp«rb 
fb&aral at tha aipanaa of tha Stata. ^ mj eorpaa would ba of no naa to 
tha AlUaa# nor# baiAg daad» could I render any adrwloa to ay paepla* It 
la iapoaaiblaf tbaiafore^ for aa to laawa fbaano at tills tlaa* Oo to 
OuUaa and ask if* laatoad of ooaliig* ba will aand an AlUad Saparlor 
Officer to PMano* hare bla lodgad aaeratly* and fron bare be can ooataet 
OBQ in oaaarU.<> 

Oanaial Uaiittar indaltaarland aada the oauntar pr^>oaal* Imlaa 
of tha IflpaaaibUity of vdlff <• eoaing* of aaadlng ;^a&lpot«itlarlaa acroaa 
the firing line*. The paaaport to pass tha Allied Lina was nhiraab«*g". 

Tba $tb of April Ftirilll aaa presaatad to Vlattlngbof and !0ttlgar* 
At this Boating tbara was BBoh talk of the waathar* but thara ware only 
brief and ngua allusions to tbs subject daar to ?brrlill's bssrt* 

jp a subas^nt tata-a*teta llolff Infomad IbrrilXl that Vlattlngbof 
rtf stdaci guarantaas. Tha Qanwn Qrf ndar in Chief wlshad to ba cftain 
that tha surrandar wofold ba aoeonpllstaad in euch a way that history oould 
not sof day eall hin a traitor to bit eouatry* 

Alao Yiattingbof asked to aea d\a draft of the artlelea of aurrandiinr 
before authorising its signature | in that way the plenipotantiarlaa dele- 
gated to sign would only hare to nake one trip across the front lima. 
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ZljMMr —ot to tittaaiiltnottliighof *8 rtqfaest to Hoobbisi. Ite 
9th of April HiKMim aad ZImt «iro Joinod hgr PurlHl« hoorlBg a doeu- 
■out iB vhieh tha oorwui proposals o«ro opodfladt Ttas docwant ms glswi 
to the ABorleaBS 1 b Born. Dulles and oaeromitt tmslstod It and east It 
la coda to the Allied tjssdquarters in ossorta. 

(to hie retnzB to laaano* Psrrllli imaised that other delays threatoaed 
to hiader the Bogotiatlonaf BiattiBKhof had presented aaothv proposal^ 
aaaelj» that the Allies shoold adranee about 10 kUoaetere a day. 

Vlettinghof# aeeordiiie to Bolff , was profoundly upset by the infoiaa- 
tloa reeeieed froaBerXln that the situation was about to ba oonplataly re* 
reread and that Qeiaaay eae assured of eletory. The Ooeeundar la Qiief eaa 
raoillatiag sad did aot east to lay doen hie arae until he had beat eon- 
Tlacad that erery laat aaorlflee of hnaan life had been prosed to be futile. 

Also HlMler bad again ealltd Bblff to Dn'lln. 

fbailng the eoret« Volff thought it viaer to InfbiB Hlanlar aoaeshat 
of the stete of affaire. He^ therefore«vrote hla a letter in ebleb be la* 
famed hda of the aeoeseity of fladliig a solution, baaed on a eoi^maiae, 
before this beeaae iaposslble due to Roasian iatorsontlon. 

rho taroa rsqfuastad vould iadudat 

!• The aTOldtaoe of iapriaoBBMnt fbr the Qeman troops. 

2. The grantiag of aa honorable surrender. . 

3. The unhaapered vithdrssal of the troops. 

In his latter Wolff reiterated that he had anted in the beet later- 
este of the Qeman people. He stressed the iaportanoe of the feet that the 
nefotlationa eould preserre the troope, eho by thus aroldliig capture on tha 
Southern pront, would beawallable later for iceepinj order la Onrna^f, mA 
probably also to fora a future nucleus of the SS under sane other nans. 

He emUd by asking Kljaaler to cone to him to personally take eognlsanee of 
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the 8itxiAtioa> as he, Wolff, coold no longer Italx, 1ft view of the 

politleal dorolafpsente, ^ 

This letter oae sent to Rlooler aeane of • tru® tod 

friend of Wolff, oho oas eu«ooed fro* Uoiiaeo for th*t imrpooo. ParrlUi 
•toyod at fawano to await fUmler'e raply* 

Doling thooe dajra Rooseaelt'o dootli was annouDcod* The doooaoe of 
the President of the Ualted States had a particolar bearing on the pending 
negotiations beeanse thereby Dallas lost' his aaift support. 

Rinler's answer to Wolff was proapt. It mnoned hi* to appwar In 
Berlin iBBediatoly. Thoogb doubtfol of the outeoae, Wolff dooldod t^ oboj* 
Before leaving he gave ButUII a folder containing hie teetaiseitt : 

Will to be glren to Wr. !)olls8 by Baron Lalgl Parrill l* 

'’In the erent that I do not rstoxn froa Berlin t 
•* 1 , If I should lose ny post of Cosaand, or staoold be iaprlsonsd, 

and thereby the plan to idiich 1 have agreed could not be hrotght to frai* 

tlon, X beg that you will not let the consequences fall on the QerafWk 
paopls nor on the Oeiaan troops in Italy, 

”2, If after mr daath vj aaaory or ay honor should ba attackad^ I 
bag that Hr, Dulles will rehabllltata it ^ nahjeg poblio the true reasons 
and the huaane Ideals that eare wy motives, and to mkm It knoen that I did 
not aet for any solflsh reason, nor as a traitor, but with the bop# and 
eonvlotiOD of saving the Osrwan people as auch as possible, 

”3, After mj death I bag Mr, Dulles, in ranwibrsnoe of the Ideal 

for idilch I shall have died, that he will accord to the OenHsi and Italian 

troops honorable conditions of surrender. 

After wy daath, I beg l(r, Dulles to protect wy two fanlllas, 
as far as he is able, that they be not destroyed.'* 
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G»rx7lng Wolff's tesUaent, PartiXll crossed the frontier once S|Ma 
to bring the doevent and the new of Wolff's dspsrture for Berlin to Hia- 
aami sad WSslbel. 

The/ were reoelved by DuUeat^ but they thcn^ht It wiser not to speak 
of Wolff's testaasntt either beosose of the effect on OuUes of the death 
of presldeiit Roosevelt^ his Mend* or because they felt that the neve of 
Volff *8 departure for Berlin would cause enough of an unfhroreble inpresaion* 

!>iillea took adeentage of the neetlng to tell them that the Ruasiane 
were oppoeed to the negotlatlonaf of which fsct Rooeewelt had Infomed bin 
a few days before he died. 

Beanebile Wolff arrlwed In Berlin. 

The 17th of April he had a long talk with fUanler^ which lasted fron 
two in the afternoon till one the following morning. After four hours 
JMtaabrunner Joined then and reaelned .till the end. 

Before JGsltanbrunner eppeeredy Wolff Infomed Klanler thet if the 
Qemana had egreed to an Ineedlate surrender to the Anglo-Anvicenoj these 
weeild not hate been eterse to oontinulng the war on the side of Oenany 
against the Roasiax^. 

Blmder'a answer was that he had burned the letter because it waa so 
offiprOBialng. 

Bianler appeared to Wolff a broken nan# deteld of all energy and will 
power* Esltai^nmner^ on the other hand# aeened nora aggresslte and sus- 
plelotts than etwr* Betertheless ha did not seen to poassi^ the power to 
decide Wolff's fate, so Wolff decided on a bold mote, turned to the attack 
and charged that Kaltenbrunner's intelligence serrlee was poor, and that 
the aocusations brought against bin ware frankly an offense and a rank 
injustice. 
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finallr Wolff to go ivith KaltonbronDor to Hitler to explain 

tho fliett and to ask hia to J\idge tboa* RiMd.or prsferrod to aboent htn- 
•alf trm tha eonftraaca vlth Hitler. 

At flTs o'clock on the l8th of April Esltanbraner and Wolff aare 
raeelTed bjr Hitler. Bltler» «?en more than HlMlart had the e^aaranea of 
a flalabed aaa. He aeaaed suddenly to have aged by 20 years; atoopad> 
with treeing haada» pale faee and eyes distraught^ be aearoaly seeaed to 
kn<m ehat eae going on about hla. 

Hitler barely listened to the justification of Wblff ; he Interxwpted 
hie aleost laaedi stely to launch an Intemlnable monologue ia idiieh he al- 
ternately talked of **realstanee" and certainty that there would be a spilt 
between the Allies. Be ended by diarglng Wolff to tell flettlnghof to de- 
fend the Italian front with the greatest deteinimtlon. The ecnfexwnoe 
ended ttaue. Wolff had bluffed and won. 

■ wa sasssiis 

The 23rd of April Wolff returned to Swltaerland determined to aign 
the aurrsnder. He was aeoompanied by Wsonor and by 71titlnghof;i dalegate# 
who possessed full powers, Lt. Col. Vletor%om Schwsinits. 

Oreatly to the surpriee of the oeraana, Dallas refUssd to rsealwe thsm. 
Bi had reeeiTsd instruotiane from waahington to break off negotiations. 

DuUea was uncertain ae to whether this wae due to a veto impwmd by the 
Russians, or to the suspicions aroused by Wolff's journey to Berlin. 

isibel, Rusmsnn and FWrrilli made erery possible effort to present 
Dulles' letting the Qermaa delegation depart without aooom|d.ijhlng their 
project, ^.Ich the three had brought thus far through difficulties and 
hindrances of erery kind. Gaerremits, an Amor loan of Oennan origin, and, 
therefore, the most capable of understanding the psychology of the group 
lead by Wolff, took it upon hlwself to eocplain to Dulles the point of wlew 
of the Osmans and the Italians. 
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Dallas l«t hljualf ba coxnrlnoad» and talagraphed to Gaacrta announo* 
lag tha arrlTal of toe Oaraan dalagatlon in Saitsarlaad. 

■pat aptlx a talagxaa eaaa froa Mnlar to Wolff^foraaidad by Ziwaar 
to AuMna. RlMlar foitada Wolff for tha nth tlaa to leoaa tha ItalUn 
lana and ordarad Uo to aaplox avory poaaibla ■aana la ooitettlBg tha of* 
faaalTa lanneliad bj tha Alllaa on tha lot of April m tha Italtaa Front* 

Xt aao a proof that Wolff vaa acting on hia own laltlatlfO» and agwlaat 
the vLll of Rltlar* 

Blmlar*a talagraa had no affoet on Wolff* Bafora laailBg for 
Saltaarlan^ ha had agraad with yiattiaghof# Kottigar, Pehl and flnallj 
with tha Oanlaitar Bofer# not to obe/ anj further ordara that Barlia night 
iaaua ooneaxnlng tha Italian Zona. 

Tha raplx fron oaaarta to Dnllea* talagm naa la tha affimatlnat 
Alaxandar ana still intaraatod la tha nagotlatlona and Dallas aas re- 
<|oaatod to hold tha Daman dalagation pending furthv oonmnioatlooa* 

ftianaiw urged WPlf f to laaaa for Italx and to amonnee the eapltola- 
tlon, togatber with yiettlaghof# without furthar loss of tine. Wanner 
coold go to Oaaarta to algn the eurrandar^ if ha ware glaan full powarSf 
togathar with Sehnalnita* It would only be naeaasaTy far Wolff to dalagata 
Wanner aa hla official rapraaentatlwa . 

Wolff aooaptad the auggaatlon and left for Italy* 

At Oarnabbio he waa aorrounded by Birtiaana and stoppad. Ha auc** 
oaadad finally la oontlnuing tha joumayi thanka to thlbal» aaaistad bf 
the Tngan^i Donald Jones ^ 3 gt* Franco Urlo of tha 

3niaa IhtolUgnnca.Artlca, and of tha Italian poctors'^raindnl and'^^tam# 
aho posaaaaad the eonfidanea of the Italian C L N. 



Sehwilttltt andi Ivunar laft Svltsarlaod tha 2Sth of April and on the 
29th alipiad tha aurraador at OMarta. Th«;r affixed thalr alfoaturea elth 
the reaervatloo that the gurrender eould be oonflreed bj tlettlnghof and 
. Holff • The cenflreatlcn vaa to rea<di the Aaerleane not late* than 12 on 
the 2nd of Huy. 

m the seamihlle the denm Beadquartera vera tranaferred to Bolaano* 
Vtettin^of aaa no longer In ooiand beeaaae on the 29th of April he vaa 
raUeeed. 

Vlth the ahortenliig of the Unea on the leatom Front, Khaaalring 
found that ho «aa being aaelgpoed a aootor that IneV lad Baearln, the South 
Trrol and the Italian tone* 

m plaoo of tiettlaghof, KoaeoXring aaned Qet rala^c^ta aa rtinit- 
aal, vho refhaad to Ilatan to aajr talk of aorrendor • CAttiger, aho t«iipo* 
raxlly aaa taking yiattlnghof *a plaaa, Inalated alth Sohulta end Vtata^ 
that ther aonld have to reeofnlaa the algnatiura of t i aurrinder, aa aignad 
by Setaoalnita and Inner* 

the (janeral^T^rr nfiaienillng ra Faotlvaljr tha 10th 

and Ihth Aasored Ibreoa, vara of the aaaa oplnlaa aa fittlgar* 

Aa Sohulti nd VOntael nere not dlapoead to agrae, Hottlgar, with 
the approval of Bolff, bad then arreated. 

The arreet took plane on the let of hiy* The Oeraan Military anthorl* 
tlee had taken the irrerooehle deelaion to aanoimee tha ooseatlon of firii^ 
that night* 

Qaulelter Hofer changed hie nlnd at the laat nonent and infoneed 
Headquartere of what vm happening* 
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Kilttfi^ruiuMr liniidT utiiily amt Into tha South Tyrol a opoelal foreo 
of SS olth Xh 9 ordmr to arrest all aho had taken part 1ft the eapltnlatlen* 

But the enroys of Kaltanbrunner eould sot aeoospliah this sioalQO 
do# to the gefttral ooafualost the rapid suoceaoloD of erenta (asosf vhleh 
ms the death of Hitler )t and abore all doe to the deterslnatlon of the 
leader of the group» Wolff hlsoelf # vho see ready to enter the llete slth 
aoiy one opposed to the exeoutlott of the capitulation. 

The 2nd of Bey at U in the somlng he had a laat 1 qi% tilk on the 
telephooae slth Keaaelrlng. 

Thefleld Itorehall sas still doubtful and a eened reealdtraiit, hnt« 

Is Ties of the fteaeral dlBsolutlon, and the fact that Tiettlnghof had been 
officlallj represented at Caaertai Keseelrlng finally bosed to the aee e n 
plished fact. 

At 12 on the 2nd of mj the oerasna ceased firing. Schblta end lent- 
tel sere releaeed and left for oeisnny, shlle Tlettin^of reaesused nnnMiKl 
of tha lehrsseht Is Italy* 

The hth of mj aa Anglo-Ansrleaa Oonisslon arrlTed IsBoleane to take 
orer the goremnent* The llth of lay the Allied troope eonpleted the deeepa- 
tlon of north Italy* 

Thus sas concluded the aetlee phase of the Oexnan capltelatlcn la Italy* 

1 have srlttes the facta as they sere told to se by qualified and ^ 
authorltatlse aouroea* 

The exactness of mj Ter si on sas oosflxned hy the Qexneasi shera It 
sas possible for se to gather details ooneerslng the rean>ns t!st Ispellad 
the Qersana to enter into negotiations with the Allies. 
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It is still not cl^r for irt»t rsasons HblfT and his groap oon^otsd 
Xcng and dangsrous dissnsslons dvoing tso nonths to finally oonoXnds an nn~ 
oondltional suxTsndar» vhicb could ha^e bssn aeooapliibsd sltb a Tsvy brisf 
oocehangs of ^visws bstasim this parties* 

Xf it sas asrsXr to surrender irLthout eoadltlans# the iOsiasa troops 
eottld quietly aaalted the offensive and then laid donm their aras* 

it neuihurg« the i^yvemor de Dosnitst knowing that the troops vara 
cut off in Hotvsy and Deoasrk, and vers in no position to resist, saded tte 
vsr vith sa uneonditionsl surrender* There vers no negotlatioDs vlth the 
miss end the responsible eonandsrs did not eaq^ose theasslvss to being 
eonsldar sd traitors • 

It eould be said that In Italy Yolff and his eollaborstors sought 
their ovn safety. The position held bf Wolff and his tank In the SS sight 

justify this obserrstion Rls reapoowibiUty as a vsr eriainsl rs* 

aalxis to be proven. 

If Wolff *8 sctlcn had been dictated purely fron a selfljdi aotlve, 
he Bight have asked for hiaself and his eollsborators the assursnoe of 
several alllioiis and a hospitable reception la soae far country Wat vss 
psscsful and neutral, to vhlclvas a last aission, the illies vould have to 
transport hia. Unconditional surrender of the Italian Proat vaa vail vorth 
such a eoneession, and such a request would not have scaadalissd the asorst 
servlees of bis adversaries. 

To Judge the results, the personal velfare of the negotiatbrs of the 
surrender Bust Instead be put In the background. Wolff for three years has 
bean a prisoner of the Anglo-iaerlcans, ikille hie wife and family are in 
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dire M«d* Tto post mr AdrsatorM of t^oXlaaa ha^f* alLrudr be«i t^dt ma 
to Itaaor# «t aaj add that imtil a short tlao ago bo also ou daprlvod of 



